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• Biobank Norway 

• BBMRI-ERIC

• Tools/services

• Work Plans (BN3)



Eastern Norway Health Trust 

NIPH

University of Oslo

Cancer Registry of Norway

University of Tromsø

Northern Norway Health Trust 

Central Norway Health Trust 

NTNU (coordinator)

University of Bergen

Western Norway Health Trust 

Funded with 215 MNOK by the Research Council of Norway

A National Biobank 

Infrastructure since 2010



Biobank classification

• Clinical
• Diagnostic (e.g. FFPE tissue samples)

• Therapeutic

• Prospective

• Population based 
• Cross sectional

• Longitudinal/prospective                                                
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Biobank Norway/BBMRI.no – organization and WP-structure

Leader group 
(all partners and WP-leaders)

Population biobanks

UiO, UiB, UiT, NTNU og FHI

Clinical biobanks

Four regional Health Trusts, 
+ Norwegian Cancer Registry

WP 2
Population
Biobanks

WP 3
Clinical

Biobanks

WP 4
Analytic 

Strategies

WP5
Data-
Bases

WP 6
Bio-

Statistics

WP 7
Technical 
Solutions

WP 8
Ethics

WP 9

Innovation 
and 

funding

National Biobank II 
NIPH

WP1 
Management

National Biobank I 
HUNT/NTNU Regional Biobanks

WP-structure BN1-2010-2014

WP1 

Management

Investments

WP 2

Prospective 

Clinical Biobanks

WP 3 

Multicenter 

biobanking

WP 4 

Biocomputing, 

Secure storage

WP5 

Donor 

communication

“My page”

WP 6

Digital Biobank 

registries, 

Cohort explorer

WP 7 
Standardized 

pipe lines for WGS

WP 8 

Innovation and 

industrial 

collaboration

Common Service

Ethics

(Help Desk)

Common Service

Biobanking

(Help Desk)

WP-structure BN2-2015-2019





Photo: NIPH/Biobank Norway

Investments in large scale automated 
storages systems, BN1 and BN2

-80 automated, Haukeland
Hospital, 
Bergen

-25 semiautomated
Cancer registry, Oslo

- 20 automated
NIPH

- - 80 automated 
- HUNT Biobank,
-

-80 automated
NIPH

HUNT Biobank 

MoBA Biobank, NIPH
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Organization BN3 (2020-2025)

Management, Investments

Prospective clinical biobanking

Multi centre biobanking

Digital biobanking

WP1

Precision medicine

Quality biobanking

WP2

WP3

WP4

WP5

Donor communication WP6

Ethical, Social, Legal Issues (ELSI)

Computational biobanking

CS1

CS2

CS3

Long term financing of
key positions on a 
national level for 
• Coordination
• Quality

Management
• IT 
• Operation manager 

and WP5 lead 



BN3
• Sample Quality Manager

• CS1 Quality biobanking 

Objectives: 1) Introduce common quality standards among 
biobanks in Norway 2) Increase the number of certified biobanks 
3) Arrange regular workshops educating biobank staff in quality 

issues/ SOPs 4) Perform quality studies to obtain evidence based 
knowledge regarding pre-analytic variables and analyte stability



ESFRI European Strategy Forum of Research Infrastructure

• European roadmap for research infrastructures for Biological and Medical Sciences
• ERIC- European Research Infrastructure Consortium (legal entity)
• BBMRI (Biobanking and BioMolecular resources Research Infrastructure)
• BBMRI-ERIC

• 13 ERICs in total
• EATRIS-ERIC 
• ECRIN-ERIC
• CLARIN-ERIC
• ESS ERIC
• Euro-Argo ERIC
• ESS-ERIC
• CERIC-ERIC
• DARIAH-ERIC
• JIV-ERIC
• ICOS-ERIC
• SHARE-ERIC
• EMSO-ERIC



BBMRI-ERIC
• European research infrastructure for biobanking

• Established Dec-2013 – 19 member states

• Expertise, services and tools (IT, ELSI, Quality)

bbmri.no

• Observer state of BBMRI-ERIC since 2013

• Full member state of BBMRI-ERIC since 2016 



BBMRI-ERIC QUALITY

• Help desk • Web conference
series ISO 
20387:2018

• Courses/WS

• Best practice

• Self-
Assessment
Survey

Graphic by BBMRI-ERIC



BBMRI-ERIC Directory
• World`s largest biobank catalogue

• Search samples and data sets – identify candidate

biobanks

• Q-tag



Nordic Biobank Network

• Established in February 2010 – supported by 
NordForsk, a federation of the Nordic 
Research Councils, to consolidate and 
further develop the Nordic biobank 
collaboration

• Includes Sweden, Norway, Finland, 
Denmark, Iceland, the Faroe Islands and 
Estonia

• Lead by Biobank Norway since 2014



➢https://bbmri.no/

➢http://www.bbmri-eric.eu/

https://bbmri.no/
http://www.bbmri-eric.eu/

